3:8 


[A] “Now it happened that when Moses held up his hand, Israel 


prevailed, [and when he let his hand fall, Amalek prevailed;” (Ex. 
17:11). 


[B] Now do Moses’ hands make war or break it off? 


[C] [They do not.] Rather, [the point of the verse is] to say this to you: 


[D] So long as the Israelites would set their eyes upward and submit their 
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hearts to their Father in heaven, they would grow stronger. And if 
not, they fell. 


R. Joshua ben Levi said, “Amalek was a believer in sorcery. What did 
he do? He would cause men to come forth [for battle] on their 
birthdays. thinking that a man would not fall readily on his birthday. 


What did Moses do? He confounded the order of the planets, as it is 
written, “The sun and the moon stood still in their 

habitation” (Habbakuk 3:1). And it is written, “The deep uttered his 
voice, and lifted up his hands on high” (Habbakuk 3:10). From on high 
he lifted his hands, the deep uttered his voice. 


Samuel cited the verse: “The host will be set [upon Israel] because of 
transgression against that which is [to be studied] continually,” (Daniel 
8:12) — that is, transgression against the Torah. “And it cast truth to 
the ground:” When Israel cast words of Torah to the ground, this evil 
kingdom enacts decrees and succeeds. 


[D] What is the proof? 


[E] “And it cast truth to the ground; and it practiced and 
prospered” (Daniel 8:12). And “truth” means only Torah, as it is 
written, “Buy the truth and sell it not, wisdom and instruction and 
understanding” (Proverbs 23:23). 


[F] Said R. Judah bar Pazzi: “‘Israel has cast off that which is 
good, the enemy will pursue him’ (Hosea 8:3). And “good” 
means only Torah. As it is written, ‘For a good doctrine have I 
given unto you, my Torah, do not forsake it’ (Proverbs 4:2).” 


3:9 


[A] Similarly, you may say [the following, citing Num. 21:8]: “Make 


yourself a fiery serpent and set it on a standard, and it shall come 
to pass that every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 


[B] Now does that serpent [on the standard] kill or give life? 


